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Personal, Social and Emotional Development : 

 Talking about the importance of Christmas and what it means to Christians 

 Talk about how Christmas is celebrated at their home and across the 

world 

 Talk about the Christmas story  

 Think of ways in which they could help those less fortunate at Christmas 

time – e.g. raise money for charity, make up food parcels and donate to The 

Salvation Army, give toys to the local charity shop, sing Christmas Carols at 

an Old People’s home 

 Discuss why we give presents at Christmas time  

 Write thank you letters to anyone in the school, home or community who 

has helped with Christmas preparations and for making it a special time for 

the children  

 Identify what other religious festivals are celebrated at this time of the 

year and by whom  

 Talk about what it means to be nervous and how others might help in that 

situation in relation to the Nativity Performance 

 

 

Rabbits’ Class 

Reception 

Autumn Term 

Maths: 

 repeating patterns – Christmas symbols 

 numbers; make advent calendar 

 Counting e.g. amount of presents  

 2D shapes- make Christmas shape pictures 

 More and less 

 Adding and subtracting different amounts of presents 

 Sorting- Christmas symbols and presents  

 Money- buy Christmas presents 

 Weight- making different foods –biscuits, weight of Christmas 

presents in Santa’s sack 

 Height and length- describe the size of different Christmas 

items  

 Capacity- size of Santa’s sack 

Music: 

 Making up music and dances for 

Christmas celebrations  

 Singing Christmas songs  
 Listening to different types of music 

that relates to Christmas e.g 

‘Weihnachtsoratorium’ 

Physical Development: 

 Make Christmas food e.g. biscuits 

 Make Christmas decorations e.g. salt dough 

 Fine motor activities e.g. making characters out of playdough, wrap 

Christmas presents 

 Dancing to Christmas music 

 Cutting skills: make Christmas decorations 

 

 

 

Understanding the World: 

 Discuss different occupations e.g. Reverend, pastor 

 Learn about how Christmas is celebrated all across the world and  discuss 

the similarities and differences 

 Find out about how Christmas is celebrated in cold and hot countries and 

how it is different and similar 

 Look at the food that we eat and the special meals that we cook and enjoy 

at Christmas time- also look at how are they are the same and different 

across the world 

 Discuss how Father Christmas portrayed in different countries – Santa, St 

Nicholas, Pere Noel 

 Look at the natural objects that relate to Christmas e.g. oranges, cloves, 

cinnamon, pine cones, branches of a Christmas tree 

 

 

 

Communication and Language: 

 Talk about what they like about Christmas and how 

they celebrate Christmas and what family traditions 

we have 

 Encourage questions and conversation about 

Christmas 

 Explaining their  thinking and ideas 

 Talk about the characters and their different 

parts in the story 

 

Literacy: 
Reading:  

 Christmas story with props 

 Follow recipes for making Christmas food e.g. biscuits 

baskets 

 Letter sounds  

 

Writing:  

 Write labels for Christmas presents 

 Write Christmas cards, letter to Father Christmas with a 

wish list and a Christmas story 

 Write different recipes and instructions e.g. how to make 

Christmas biscuits 

 

 

 

Expressive Arts and 

Design: 

 Role play area- different 

parts of the Christmas story, 

Santa’s workshop 

 Songs about Christmas 

 Acting out story 

 Looking at different artists 

that painted pictures of 

Christmas 

 Make Christmas cards, a 

stable scene and Christmas 

decorations  

 Design own Christmas 

wrapping paper 

 Construction; build a church, 

stable 

 

 

 

ICT: 

 Computers:  

 How to use a 

mouse and 

keyboard 

 choose a 

program,  

 using a drawing 

program 

 Watch videos of 

how Christmas is 

celebrated across 

the world 

RE: 

 Prayers 

 RE Unit- Christmas 

 Christmas Church Service  

 Visit a church or chapel to see how it is decorated for Christmas 

 Think of some of the things that people do at Christmas to remember 

Jesus (go to church, send cards, have a Christmas tree, give presents)  

 Talk to a Christian to find out why Christmas is important time for 

them 

 


