
Governor Profiles 2021 

Laurence Jones, Co-Chair of Governors; Parent Governor 

 

Laurence joined as a Parent Governor in September 2018 and became Co-Chair of Governors in 

September 2020. He lives in Stoke D’Abernon with wife Helen and their three children. Laurence has 

an MA in Property Valuation and Law from Cass Business School and is a partner at Trilogy Real 

Estate LLP, a commercial real estate and development business specialising in breathing new life into 

old buildings. As well as being Co-Chair, he sits on the Finance and Personnel Committee and is 

responsible for overseeing literacy and PE. Outside of work and family life, he enjoys boxing, muay 

thai, cycling and distance running. He is also part of City University’s Mentoring Scheme and a coach 

at Cobham Rugby Club. 

 

Alison Boothby,  Co-Chair of Governors;  Foundation (Diocesan) Governor 

 

Alison joined as a Foundation Governor in September 2018. She and her husband have lived in 

Hatchford since 2004 and are active members of All Saints Church, Ockham where Alison runs the 

Sunday School, known as Pebbles. After graduating from Exeter, she spent 25 years in professional 

services sales and marketing, ultimately as Director of Corporate Communications. Alison now works 

freelance as a business journalist and part time as a sensory assessor as well as volunteering with the 

Cobham Foodbank. A busy family life centres around their four sons, a dog, chickens and bees. As a 

Foundation Governor, Alison hopes to strengthen the links between St Matthews and All Saints. 

Alison sits on the SIAMS committee, the Education Committee and is the governor responsible for 

SEND, Equality and Anti -bullying. 

  



 

Revd Hugh Grear - Vice Chair/ Foundation (Ex - Officio) Governor 

 

‘Reverend Hugh’ (which is how he is known at St Matthews’ School) is the Rector of Ockham with 

Hatchford and Downside. He joined the Governing Body shortly after arriving in the Parish in 2015, 

and took his first School Collective Worship within two weeks of becoming Rector. From an army 

family, Hugh has lived all over the world - from Canada to Hong Kong, and Oman. After graduating 

from Bristol in Law, Hugh became a Solicitor, specialising in civil litigation. In 2000 Hugh was 

ordained, and has served in Tooting, and Worplesdon, before coming to Ockham. He is married to 

Tina, who works for a health charity in London, and has two adult children from his first marriage, 

and teenage twins with Tina. Hugh was once a ‘punk rocker’ and still has peculiar taste in music! He 

supports Chelsea, and goes to watch Chelsea Women at Kingsmeadow. Revd Hugh leads Open the 

Book every fortnight, and serves as Vice Chair of the Governors as well as Chair of the Safeguarding 

Committee. He loves serving the School, and longs for more school families to come to church (even 

occasionally). Hugh retires at the end of this academic year and will be much missed. 

 

Rev Elisabeth Burke, School Chaplain 

 

Elisabeth trained as a primary school teacher back in the 1960’s and while many aspects of 

education have changed significantly since then, at the heart of teaching is the well-being and life of 

the children in our care. She taught at St Matthew’s for over 20 years and shortly before retiring 

became ordained as a Church of England priest serving in the parish of Ockham, Hatchford & 

Downside. One of the joys this brought her was continuing her links with school – first as a governor 

and later as the school chaplain. In this honorary role she leads an act of collective worship every 

fortnight, visits the classes [until the virus has made that less possible] and supports all the school 

activities from sports days to school fairs. Elisabeth is always available for spiritual and practical help 

and loves getting to know you all. 

  



Mrs Kathy Hutt – Head Teacher / Staff Governor 

 

Kathy has been a part of life at St Matthew’s since 2006, being a staff governor and assistant 

headteacher before taking over as headteacher in 2016. She has a BA (Hons) in teaching and the 

NPQH qualification. Before teaching, Kathy was a qualified nurse (RGN) and then specialised and 

worked in paediatric nursing (RSCN). She enjoyed a career break to bring up her three children and 

went on to teacher training once time allowed. Kathy is passionate about working with children and 

forming good working relationships with families. During time off, she enjoys walking, cycling, 

gardening, and spending time with her friends and family – valuing precious time with all of them 

and doting on her two lovely granddaughters. 

 

Amelie Selencky Assistant Headteacher / Staff Governor 

 

Amelie has been Staff Governor since September 2016. At St Matthew’s she is Assistant 

Headteacher, as well as full time Reception Class Teacher, Maths and EYFS Co-ordinator. She has 

been in teaching for more than 12 years in a range of different year groups, mainly in Early Years and 

Key Stage 1. She has a BA (Hons) Primary School Teaching Degree with QTS from Birmingham and 

additional qualifications from Ludwig - Maximilians- University, Munich, Germany . She loves 

gardening, sewing and sport, especially skiing and hiking. Being of both German and British 

nationality she originally comes from Germany and is a native speaker of German, but has lived in 

England for over 15 Years. 

  



Alex Gainer, Local Authority Governor 

 

Alex joined the governing body in spring 2019. He lives and works at local prep school Parkside, 

where he is the Head of IT and Digital Learning. Parkside was Alex’s first job in teaching after being 

educated at the University of Birmingham. At University he received a BA in Sport, PE and Coaching 

Science and moved to Parkside to join the Sports Department. After teaching Games and PE in the 

sports department Alex moved into teaching IT and Computing, after two years he was named the 

Head of IT. Alex was appointed the Head of Year 7 and 8 in 2015 and in 2018 was added to the 

Senior Leadership Team. Alex lives on site at Parkside with his wife Harriet and daughter Beatrice. 

Away from school Alex is a keen sportsman with a love for all sports but has a particular passion for 

Football and Cricket. He also enjoys travelling and is a self - confessed ‘Techie’ with a strong interest 

in the world of digital technology. Alex finds it very rewarding serving as a Governor at St Matthews 

and hopes to use his experience working in education to help the school in the coming years. 

 

Nick Donoghue, Foundation (Diocesan) Governor 

 

Having identified a significant opportunity in the IT market, Nick founded RivaNET in 2001 to provide 

specialist education technology services to schools and colleges, working with prestigious 

institutions including Eton College, Harrow School and St Matthew’s Infant School, of course! With a 

Master’s Degree in Systems Engineering from Brunel University, Nick is dedicated to achieving the 

highest levels of technical excellence. In his spare time, Nick enjoys hockey, golf, windsurfing, 

married life and taking his two children to St Matthew’s – not necessarily in that order! As a School 

Governor, Nick has already helped to introduce enterprise -grade IT other schools can only envy, 

including secure high-speed Wi -Fi & Internet, a brand new ICT suite (via a generous donation from 

Harrow; ideal for our recently announced ‘Coding Club’), a large screen hall projector system – and 

the wish list doesn’t stop there! He also sits on the Safeguarding Committee to ensure a safer 

Internet, and is responsible for ICT and strategy. 

  



 

Mr Andrew Osborne / Foundation (PCC) Governor 

 

Andrew joined as a PCC appointed Governor in Sept 2017 at the same time his daughter started at St 

Matthews, and attends All Saints Church with his family whenever he can. He is passionate about St 

Matthews continuing its hard -earned Outstanding status and encouraging the role parents can play 

in keeping this unique school well -funded and maintained on a financial basis. He is Chair of the 

Finance and Personnel Committee, and is subject lead on Art and Maths. Andrew holds a BA 

Business Studies degree from UWE Bristol Business School, and is a co -director of a specialist media 

recruitment agency in London. He hopes some of this experience helps when helping oversee 

decisions about the financial running of St Matthews. Home is West Horsley with his partner and 

daughter, and he enjoys most sports including boxing, golf, supporting Liverpool FC as well as 

tending to a recent woodland purchase! 

 

Fiona Sheen,  Foundation (Diocesan) Governor 

 

Fiona has 20 years’ experience in education having worked across primary schools in Surrey, as well 
as in Australia.  Roles have included Class Teacher, Subject Leader, Head of Year, Phase Leader, Head 

of Teaching and Learning and Deputy Head. Fiona also worked at Babcock 4S for eight years as a 
Learning and Teaching Adviser leading on school improvement, CPD, assessment, moderation, 

leadership and curriculum development. Fiona now wears many different working hats! She 
currently runs her own education and leadership consultancy, works as an associate consultant for 
the Diocese, is a support tutor for trainee teacher students within the SCITT programme, and works 

on behalf of the Standards and Testing Agency as a school moderator. Fiona is delighted to be 
joining the governing body this year where her considerable experience working in education can be 

put to good use helping St Matthews continue to be an outstanding school in the coming years. 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Jenny Wright, Foundation (PCC) Governor 
 

 
New to the governing body as a PCC appointed Governor in 2021, Jenny has over 20 years’ 

experience in corporate brand and communications, and specialises in helping organisations 
transform their company cultures. Jenny founded her own creative agency in 2018 and works with a 
range of global clients from Unilever, HSBC, O2, to TikTok, Bupa and Societe Generale. Having lived 

in Downside for the last seven years with her husband, daughter and dog, she is an avid supporter of 
St Matthews and the vibrancy it brings to village life. Jenny attends church regularly at St George’s in 
Esher where she previously lived. She hopes to devote her marketing skills and experience to ensure 
the outstanding work and reputation of the school is well known. As an art lover, music festival goer 

and (terrible) cook, she hopes to put her passions to good use. 

 
 

Melanie Carr, Parent Governor. 

 

Melanie joined the governing body this academic year as a parent governor at St Matthews. She has 

a two year old son who attends a local nursery in Cobham. In her professional life as a lawyer she 

has a keen focus on leadership, management and governance.  She’s hugely passionate about 

ensuring that staff can maximise their performance through good people management and is keen 

to ensure that all the staff at St Matthews can reach their full potential, have opportunities, are 

motivated and enjoy coming to work every day. In turn, this helps to ensure that all of the children in 

the St Matthews family receive a fantastic education experience and are surrounded by the very 

best staff. She brings to the school a passion for learning, and a strong desire for the emotional and 

physical wellbeing of the child. Outside of work Melanie loves music and exploring the outdoors and 

is inspired by the way St Matthews gives the children so many opportunities to discover and nurture 

these talents. Melanie sits on the Finance and Personnel committee. 

  



 

Sally Ahmed, Foundation (Diocesan) Governor 

 
Sally joined as a Foundation Governor in September 2020. She lives in West Byfleet with her 

husband and their two young children; 3 years and 4 months. Sally has over 15 years’ experience 

working in the pharmaceutical sector leading global clinical trials at various phases and therapeutic 

areas. Sally has a varied clinical trials project management experience in central research 

organisations, recruitment specialist and site network organisations, as well as central laboratory 

settings. Experienced in mentoring teams and direct line management, Sally has a degree in 

pharmacology from King’s College London University, and accreditation from the Association of 

Project Management. Sally enjoys long walks, cooking and is a member of Residents Association. 

Sally is delighted to be part of the governing body and looks forward to using her work experience 

and skills to good use supporting St Matthews School. 

 

 

 

 

 


