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My special poem 
…



A typical day in 
Reception…

•8.40am Morning Routine: 
Come through gate by themselves
Tidy away book bag, water bottle and coat
Self-registration-write name on registration boards
Various different activities on offer 

•8.55am Learning Time: 
Registration Time
Short whole class teaching sessions, followed by adult-led and child-initiated 
activities 

•10.10am Collective Worship/ Assembly/ Milk and Fruit Time 
•Then Learning Time: 

Short whole class teaching sessions, followed by adult-led and child-initiated 
activities 

•11.30am-12.00pm Maths Meeting
•12.00pm-12.30pm Lunch time, then Playtime 
•1.00pm Learning Time: 

Registration Time
Short whole class teaching session, followed by adult-led and child-initiated activities 

•Around 2.00pm Snack Time 
•Then Learning Time: 

Short whole class teaching session, followed by adult-led and child-initiated activities 
• 3.00pm Story and Prayers
•3.15pm End of School



Areas of learning…
In Reception we have got a new ‘Statutory 
framework’ from September 2021. We will also use 
the new revised Development Matters, as well as 
skills and knowledge that we want children to learn. 

The foundation stage curriculum covers 7 areas of 
learning: 
Prime Areas:
• Personal, social & emotional development
• Communication and Language
• Physical development.
Specific Areas
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the world
• Expressive arts and design



Statutory Assessments in 
the Reception Year: 

• The Reception Baseline Assessment: check 
of each child's early literacy, communication, 
language and maths skills through practical tasks 
– carried out within the first 6 weeks of starting. 

• The Early Years Foundation Stage 
Profile: summary of what he/ she knows, 
understands and can do in all Prime areas of 
learning, Literacy and Maths against the ‘Early 
Learning Goals’. Attainment is described as either 
meeting the level of development at the end of 
the EYFS (expected) or not yet reaching this 
level (emerging).



Some of the topics 
covered in
Reception

• Autumn term: Rules and Routines- Settling in, Feelings and Friendships, 
‘Book ‘Where the wild things are’, ‘Book- Bringing the rain to Kapiti Plain’, 
Festivals, ‘Book- I am Henry Finch’, Anti-Bullying Week, Road Safety Week, 
Switch Off Fortnight, ‘Book- Look up!’, Christmas

• Spring term: ‘Book- Halibut Jackson’, ‘Book- The Magic Paintbrush’, 
Festivals, ‘Book- Little Red’, Safer Internet Week, Book Week, Fairtrade 
Fortnight,’Book- The tiny seed’,  Science and Maths Weeks

• Summer term: ‘Book- Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s Dairy’, ‘Book- The 
Night Pirates’, ‘Book- Oi Frog’, ‘Book- The extraordinary gardener’, ‘Book-
Super Milly and the Super School  Day’, Transition to Year 1/ Change

• Trips: 

*The Look Out (to be confirmed) (Science/Space/Minibeasts) 

(4 adults needed)

*RHS Wisley Gardens (23rd June 2022) (Plants/Growing) 

(4 adults needed – but need to be able to help all day)

*Gatton Park, (7th July 2022) (Teddy bears’ picnic) 

(4 adults needed)



• A good nights sleep!
• Teaching the children to be independent (e.g. getting dressed by 

themselves, going to the toilet by themselves, coming through the 
gate by themselves, etc…)

• Come into school independently.
• Water Bottle: (no juice), bring each day - Please don’t put inside 

book bag, as it might leak and damage our books and your 
child’s work!

• Coat: bring each day as we are always outside!
• Name everything! (uniform, PE clothes, coat, book bags, water    

bottle, shoes, Outdoor learning clothes, wellington boots, etc.)
• Fruit: delivered on daily basis.
• Oat Cakes: Afternoon snack
• Lunch: use the link to see the menu: 

https://www2.myschoollunch.co.uk/surrey/primary-schools/about-surrey-primary-school-
meals/menu/

• Outdoor Learning Bag and wellington boots: Make sure 
everything is in school at all times

How to help your child to 
settle in quickly

https://www2.myschoollunch.co.uk/surrey/primary-schools/about-surrey-primary-school-meals/menu/


How Can You Help?

• Do some school work with your child- ‘Little and often’ 
is the key!!

• Make sure that all learning (e.g. reading, etc.) you do at 
home with your child is fun and your child understands 
the purpose behind what they are learning.

• Encourage your child to be independent and that 
he/she carries his/her own belongings.

• Practise with your child to use a knife, fork and spoon 
when eating. 

• Make sure your child can go to the toilet by himself/ 
herself. Please make sure your child closes the lid of 
the toilet before flushing it.

• Make sure your child can get dressed by himself/ 
herself e.g. putting own his/her PE clothes.

• Good hygiene- Remind your child to wash his/her hands 
thoroughly e.g. for 20 seconds, coughing and sneezing 
into elbow, etc. 



Literacy 
Reading at Home

• Book Bags: Children will bring them home every day. 
Please empty out any letters, pictures etc. and leave 
the blue and white reading record and the children’s 
reading books, as well as the blue wow book 
(Milestones) in at all times.

• Reading Books: sent home at the end of the week 
(Thursday and Friday), if children have read and 
returned their reading books. Please write the title of 
the books in the reading diary and leave a short 
comment of how your child did with his/her reading, 
so that we know if he/she has read the book and 
needs it changing. 

• Teddy Bear Book: sent home on Mondays for you to 
read and share it with them. Please write in the title 
of the book in the reading diary. 

• Key words: will practise writing and reading them 
everyday. List of key words will be given out as well, 
so you can practise these at home with your child.



Literacy 
Reading at School

• First stage of reading: books with no words. 
These enable the children to tell story in their 
own words, develop story language and become 
familiar with features of books.

• Daily reading sessions: using big books and we 
also read individually.

• Phonics: Children start to learn letter sounds 
using the “Little Wandle- Letters and Sounds 
Revised” programme, which focuses on the 
importance of phonics for children when learning 
to read and write. 

• Key words are introduced to recognise by sight.
• As children become more fluent with their 

reading they will use a mixture of letter sounds, 
recognition, picture clues and context.



Home-School 
Link

• Good partnership between home and school is really 
important.

• Open door policy: If you have any questions or concerns 
about your child please speak to us as soon as possible, 
preferably either at pick up at the end of the day, via e-
mail or phone.

• Parent volunteer – We love to have as many parents 
volunteers as possible, as it enables us to offer even more 
experiences. If you would like to be a parent volunteer and 
help with e.g. trips, reading, cooking, arts and crafts etc. 
please let us know. You will need to attend Mrs Hutt’s 
meeting ‘Confidentiality and Safeguarding for Volunteers’ 
and get a DBS check done in relation to our school. We 
would love to have you and it is always a great help for us.  



A few dates for your diaries! 
(Autumn Term)

•Wednesday 8th September- Holly’s Dance Club starts

•Friday 19th September- Tennis Club starts

•Monday 13th September- French Club starts

•Tuesday 21st September- ‘Mrs Hutt’s Volunteers Safeguarding’ Meeting online 7.30pm

•Friday 24th September- 12.30pm OPAL Parents Meeting (Playground initiative)

•Tuesday 28th September- Maths and English Workshop for Parents

•Tuesday 5th October- Individual Photos of children 

•Friday 8th October- 9.15am Harvest Festival (tbc)

•Tuesday 19th October- Parents Evening 3.30-6.00pm 

•Wednesday 20th October- Parents Evening 6.00-8.30pm 

•Thursday 21st October- Inset Day (no children in school that day) 

•Tuesday 2nd November- Theatre Production Show in school 

•Thursday 11th November- Remembrance Pause Day

•Sunday 14th November- Remembrance Service at All Saints Church

•Monday 15th November- Anti-Bullying Week starts and Odd Sock Day

•Friday 19th November- Anti-Racist Pause Day

•Friday 26th November Beep Beep Road Safety Day- Wear Something Bright

•Saturday 4th December- Christmas Fair (tbc)

•Wednesday 8th December- 2pm Nativity Performance for Toddler Audience 

•Thursday 9th December- 9.15am Nativity Performance

•Friday 10th December- 9.15am Nativity Performance 

•Wednesday 15th December- Christmas Parties for children only

•Friday 17th December- 9am Carol Concert, All Saints Church, 1.15pm End of Term



Further Information:
• Wow Books / Milestone books- These are kept in your child’s 

book bag and are for you to tell us about your child’s 
achievements at home. 

• Christmas Church Service ‘All Saints’ Ockham 

• Sports day and Summer Family picnic 

• Medicine- Please ensure that medicine is handed in at the School 
Office and you have filled in a form to say that we are allowed to 
give your child his/her medicine 

• One page profile- please help us to collect further information 
about your child



Any Questions

Thank you for attending my talk this 
evening.

We look forward to a happy year with your 
children!

My e-mail address: 
aselencky@stmatthewsschool.co.uk

(Please understand that I will try and answer your e-mails as soon as possible, however I 
am not able to respond immediately!) 

mailto:aselencky@stmatthewsschool.co.uk

