
Literacy / Phonics Parents 
Workshop



-Explain and demonstrate how Literacy/English (Reading and Writing) 
is taught in Reception.

-Discuss resources and strategies used in the classroom.

-Increase confidence and understanding how you can support 
learning at home.

Objectives: 



Phonics  at St Matthew’s



Synthetic Phonics

• Children are taught explicitly the 
correspondences between letters and 
sounds (graphemes and phonemes) and the 
skill of blending the sounds together to 
read.

• Word reading and spelling are a reversible 
process. Reading involves blending sounds 
to say a whole word and spelling involves 
segmenting a whole word to identify sounds 
in it.

• As well as teaching synthetic phonics, we 
teach common exception words that cannot 
be worked out phonetically e.g. was, said.



How often do we 
teach phonics?
• In Reception - every day for around twenty minutes 

up to an hour a day at the end of the year

• 4 sounds a week with a review session at the end of 
the week

• We are more than happy if you please practice the 
letters (letter formation and letter sounds/names) 
with your child each week that we have taught 
using only the Little Wandle approach (see 
information given). 

• Lessons are fast paced, active, engaging and multi 
sensory - lots of repetition 

• Use only Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds Revised 



Phase 1

Phase 1 covers:

▪ Environmental sounds

▪ Instrumental sounds

▪ Body Percussion

▪ Rhythm and rhyme

▪ Alliteration (words that begin with the same sound)

▪ Voice sounds

▪ Oral blending and segmenting.



Phase 2
Autumn 1: 

▪ s, a, t, p,  i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, l, 

▪ Tricky Words: is I the

Autumn 2: 

▪ ff, ll, ss, j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, ng, nk

▪ words with –s /s/ added at the end (hats sits)

▪ words ending –s /z/ (his) and with –s /z/ added at the end (bags)

▪ Tricky Words: put pull full as and has his her go no to into she push 

he of we me be



Phase 3
Spring 1: 

▪ ai ee igh oa oo oo ar or ur ow oi ear air er

▪ words with double letters

▪ longer words

▪ Tricky Words: was you they my by all are sure pure

Spring 2: 

▪ longer words, including those with double letters

▪ words with –s /z/ in the middle

▪ words with –es /z/ at the end

▪ words with –s /s/ and /z/ at the end

▪ Words with two or more digraphs

▪ Tricky Words: review all taught so far



Phase 4
Summer 1: 

▪ CVCC CCVC CCVCC CCCVC CCCVCC

▪ longer words and compound words

▪ words ending in suffixes: –ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ /ed/, –
est

▪ Tricky Words: said so have like some come love do were 
here little says there when what one out today

Summer 2: 

▪ CVCC CCVC CCCVC CCV CCVCC

▪ words ending in suffixes: –ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ /ed/, –ed 
/d/ –er, –est

▪ longer words and compound words

▪ Tricky Words: review all taught so far



Saying the sounds 

• Your child will be taught how to pronounce the sounds (phonemes) correctly to make blending 

easier

• Please watch the videos in the link below to practise pronouncing the sounds (phonemes 

correctly)

• Watch the video : https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Blending (Sounding out for reading)

• Blending is:

recognising the letter sounds in a written word 

and 

merging them in the order in which they are written to 
pronounce the word e.g. ‘c-u-p ->cup’. 

• Children need to be able to blend. It is a vital skill for 
reading. 



Blending

c  a  t

cat



Blending

Qu  ee  n
queen



Segmenting (Sounding out for Writing)

• Segmenting is:

identifying the individual sounds in a spoken word ‘him’  

and 

writing down letters for each sound to form the word 
e.g. h-i-m -> him 

• Children need to be able to segment. It is a vital skill 
for spelling. 



Segmenting

cat
c  a  t



Segmenting

Queen
qu  ee  n



Tricky words

• Decodable words:  

Mostly phonetically plausible.   

For example: c – a – t 

• Tricky (High frequency) words :  

High frequency words which are not always completely phonetically plausible.  

For example: the/no/to 

Watch the Little Wandle video ‘How we teach tricky words’ -> 
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/



Ideas for tricky words

• Spot different words in the local environment e.g. in shop windows, etc. 

• Play dominoes or pairs or snap or memory games with words 

• Count how many times you can find a particular word in a reading book – your 
child can read the word to you whenever it appears 

• Use magnetic letters or letter cards, e.g. give children letters ‘t’, ‘h’, ‘e’, ‘i’ 
and ‘n’ – ask them to spell ‘the’ 

• Practise putting the word into context in a sentence verbally 

• Focus words for the week will be displayed downstairs 

• Practise often and for short bursts of time – not too many words at once



Ideas for letter sounds activities



Reading at St Matthew’s



Reading is based on the DfE Reading 
Framework and the research behind it…
• Fluency and enjoyment of reading are the result of careful teaching 

and frequent practice.

• Research shows that teaching phonics is the most secure area of 
reading pedagogy.

• Enjoyment of and engagement in reading is strongly correlated with 
reading performance. Children cannot be engaged if reading the 
words is a struggle.

• Phonics is a priority in the teaching of early reading, enabling children 
to read as fluently as possible and to be motivated to read for 
pleasure.



Reading is…

• Reading is described as the product of decoding 
and comprehension.

• The statutory framework for the early years 
foundation stage reflect this model as ‘word 
reading’ and ‘comprehension.’

• Children who struggle with reading early on start 
to dislike reading and it is important that we 
enable children to develop a love of reading from 
the very beginning.

• Precise teaching of synthetic phonics ensures that 
children are learning and practising at a level of 
success.



Synthetic Phonics

• Children are taught explicitly the 
correspondences between letters and 
sounds (graphemes and phonemes) and the 
skill of blending the sounds together to 
read.

• Word reading and spelling are a reversible 
process. Reading involves blending sounds 
to say a whole word and spelling involves 
segmenting a whole word to identify sounds 
in it.

• As well as teaching synthetic phonics, we 
teach common exception words that cannot 
be worked out phonetically e.g. was, said.



Important Process in Early Reading …

• Children should be taught to read aloud accurately books that are 
consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that do not 
require them to use other strategies to work out words.

• Children will have decodable books that follow the order that phonics 
is being taught in the classroom.

• These decodable books run a little behind the teaching of the letter-
sound correspondences so that they experience success and a sense 
of achievement as readers.

• When they bring the book home, they will already have read it in 
school and will be able to celebrate their reading with you.



Books coming home…

• Children, who are able to blend 
words, will bring home a phonic 
reading book that is in keeping with 
their phonic knowledge to read to 
you.

• They will also bring home a sharing 
book for you to read to (or with) 
them to build up reading for 
pleasure, to widen vocabulary, and to 
experience lots of stories and story 
language as well as some non-fiction 
books.



Why it is so important to read to your child

• Parents engaging their children in books help them to become 
committed and enthusiastic readers.

• Book-related talk introduces children to language that they might not 
hear in ordinary conversation.

• Talking about books being read is important in expanding language 
and vocabulary.

• When children are starting to read, the number of words they can 
decode accurately is too limited to broaden their vocabulary, so 
reading to your child is important.



Why shared books are so important…

Research showed the number of words children would have heard by the 
time they were five years old:

Children never read to: 4,662 words

Read to 1-2 times per week: 63,570 words

Read to 3-5 times per week: 169,520 words

Read to daily: 296,660 words

Imagine a story with these words to discuss:

Bellowed, startled, barged, sneaked, grinned, dreadful, stomped, refused



Reading for Pleasure 

• Reading for pleasure is THE key indicator when it comes to 
raising attainment.

• Teaching reading comprehension strategies can boost 
children’s learning by an additional 6 months.

• Reading for pleasure is something we help children to 
achieve together – school and home.

• Open University links for parents to guide on reading for 
pleasure.



Reading for Pleasure at St Matthew’s

• Daily stories in class – engaging in the story, vocabulary, plot and the 
enjoyment of reading.

• Book corner in class with lots of different books to choose from and 
enjoy throughout the day.

• Birthday books – instead of giving out cakes or sweets, we encourage 
a gift of a book to the class (Please ask Mrs Selencky which books 
would be ideal. See also the Open University link for great books).

• Book week in March 2022

• National Poetry Day – 7th October 2021 (bring a poem to share)

• Book Fair / sponsored read



Get caught reading!


