
St Matthew’s C of E Infant School Reception Long Term Plan/ Curriculum Map – English 

Term Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Theme Marvellous me! 

 

Let’s Celebrate! 

 

3,2,1 Blast off! 

 

Amazing Animals 

 

Superheroes 

 

Once upon a time... 

 
Focus Topics Starting school 

My new environment 
Getting to know you. 

Ourselves 
My body 

My family 
How have I changed? 

What am I good at? 
Harvest – pumpkins 

Autumn 

Birthdays 
Diwali 

Bonfire Night 
Remembrance Day 

Christmas   
Nativity 

Why do we celebrate? 
How do you celebrate? 

Customs around the 
world. 

Autumn/Winter 

Planets 
Space travel  
Astronauts 

Are we the only ones out 
there? 

How can we look after 
our planet? 
Contrasting 

environments 
Maps – Google Earth 

 

Animals around the world. 
Animals on land and under 

the sea. 
Down on the farm. 

Animal patterns and prints. 
Hibernation and Habitats 

Growing life cycles 
Spring 

What do they eat? 
Where do they live? 

Easter 

Fictional Superheroes – 
magic powers 

Real life superheroes – 
Doctors, Nurses, Firefighters 

Comic books 
What makes me super? 

If you could have a magic 
power what would it be? 

 

Pirates 
Princesses 

Dragons and mythical creatures 
Traditional tales 

Writing our own stories 
Characters and Settings 

What is your favourite story?  

WOW 
Moments/Key 

Events 

Transition - Baseline 
Harvest 

Visit to see the 
Pumpkins. 

Hobgoblin Theatre Visit - 
Oct 

Diwali 
Bonfire Night 

Remembrance Day 
Christmas 

Nativity show 
 

Trip to Look Out Centre  
Pancake Day 

Chinese New Year 
Tasting food from around 

the world. 
Bird Watch Week 

Children’s Mental Health 
Week 

Trip to Nower Wood  
World Book Day 

Mother’s Day 
Easter Egg Hunt 

Easter Pause Day 
 
 

Storyteller visit 
Early Years fire safety school 
visit from a firefighter crew. 

Mental Health Week 
 
 

Trip to Gatton Park  
Father’s Day 

Great Get Together Week 
Sports Day 

Class Parties 

Key texts and 
animations   

explored 
through  

‘Drawing Club’. 

The Colour Monster 
The Three Little Pigs 
The Tiger who came to 
tea 
A little bit Brave 
Tiddler 
 
 
 

A Dark, Dark Tale 
Christopher Pumpkin 
The Christmas Pine 
The Gingerbread Man 
Room on the Broom 
Animation – The Magic 
Roundabout 
 

Rocket Girl 
How to Catch a Star 
Whatever Next 
Aliens Love Underpants 
Are the Dinosaurs Dead, 
Dad? 
Animation – Bat Fink 

The Odd Egg 
Rosie’s Walk 
Farmer Duck 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
White Hen and the Fox 
Animation – Mr Benn 
Zookeeper 
Animation – Pink Panther  

Superworm 
Supertato 
Max the Brave 
Little Red Riding Hood 
The Diddle that Drummed 
Animation – Thunderbirds 
Animation – Banana Man 
 
 

Pirate Pete 
Would you Rather…? 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Little Red Hen 
The Magic Porridge Pot 
Animation – Trapdoor 
Animation – Captain Pugwash 

Prime Areas 
Communication 

and Language 

Communication and Language is developed throughout the year through high quality speaking and listening interactions, daily group discussions, sharing circles, Jigsaw/PSHE sessions, story 
sessions, singing, speech and language interventions, assemblies, and weekly interventions. 
Settling in activities and 
carpet times. Nursery 
rhymes. The Colour 
Monster – moods and 
feelings. Adults 
modelling language 
throughout the day 
“Thank you!” “Good 
morning!” “How are 

Links to festivals and 
children’s experiences, 
talking about shared 
experiences.  
Songs – Nativity and 
Christmas songs. 
Listening to stories and 
developing vocabulary. 
Developing good 

Listen to stories to build 
familiarity, understanding 
and increase vocabulary. 
Ability to speak in 
sentences using 
language to develop 
relationships. Retelling a 
story using story 

Sustained focus when 
listening to a story. 
Describing events in detail 
using connectives. 
Understanding and using 
question words such as 
what, where, who… Sharing 
personal news. 

Retelling stories with an 
increased knowledge of story 
language and vocabulary. 
Relate the stories they have 
listened in their lives and 
their role-play. Make up their 
own stories with beginning, 
middle and end. Sharing own 
ideas. 

Able to talk about own abilities in positive 
way.  
ELGs - Listen attentively and respond to 
what they hear with relevant questions, 
comments and actions when being read 
to and during whole class discussions 
and small group interactions. Make 
comments about what they have heard 
and ask questions to clarify their 



you?” “Please could you 
pass me…?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

listening skills. Sharing 
news with their peers. 

language. Asking how 
and why questions…  

understanding. Holding conversation in 
back and forth exchanges with adults 
and peers. Participate in small group, 
class and one-to-one discussions, 
offering their own ideas, using recently 
introduced vocabulary. Offer 
explanations for why things might 
happen, making use of recently 
introduced vocabulary from stories, 
non-fiction, rhymes and poems when 
appropriate. Sharing experiences from 
their lives using full sentences including 
use of past, present and future tenses 

Specific Areas 
Literacy - 

Comprehension 
 
 
 

 

Listening to stories 
Joining in with rhymes 
and showing an interest 
in stories with repeated 
refrains. 
Having a favourite story 
or rhyme. 
Understand the 5 key 
concepts about print – 
print has meaning – print 
can have different 
purposes - we read 
English test from left to 
right, top to bottom – 
names of the various 
parts of a book, 
sequencing familiar 
stories using pictures. 
Engage in extended 
conversations about 
stories and learn new 
vocabulary. 

Beginning to retell 
stories 

Re-tell stories through 
role play, images and 
actions. Orally re-telling 
familiar and new stories. 
Use vocabulary of 
beginning, middle and 
end when sequencing a 
story. Enjoys an 
increasing range of 
books. Introduce story 
maps to support 
retelling.  

Retelling stories with 
the use of recently 

introduced vocabulary. 
Making up their own 
imaginative stories. 
Children record their 
ideas through picture 
drawing and mark making 
(Drawing club). Use 
recently introduced 
vocabulary (Drawing 
Club) during discussions 
about stories and during 
role play.  

Building fluency and 
understanding 

Re-read books to build 
confidence, understanding 
and enjoyment. Uses 
vocabulary and forms of 
speech that are 
increasingly influenced by 
their experience of books. 
They develop their own 
narratives and explanations 
by connecting ideas and 
events. Understanding and 
using non-fiction for a 
purpose. 

Explaining the stories that 
they have listened to or 

recently read themselves. 
Re-tell stories with picture 
prompts and/or actions as 
part of a group. Use story 
language when acting out a 
narrative. Can explain the 
main events of a story. Can 
draw pictures of characters, 
events, and settings in a 
story. May include labels, 
captions, or sentences to 
show understanding (Drawing 
CLub). Understanding and 
using non-fiction for a 
purpose. 

Demonstrate deeper understanding of 
what has been read to them and what 

they have read themselves. 
Can draw pictures of characters, events 

and settings within a story (Drawing Club). 
Listens to stories accurately anticipating 
key events and respond to what they hear 
with relevant comments, questions, and 

reactions (Drawing Club).  
Reading and understanding sentences. 

 

Literacy – 
Reading 

Little Wandle 
Phonics 

Programme 

Linking sounds to 
letters.  
Begin to read words by 
soundblending.  
 
Phonic Sounds: s, a, t, p, 
i, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, 
u, r, h, b, f, l,  
Tricky Words: is I the  
 
Reading: Initial sounds, 
oral blending, CVC 
sounds, reciting known 
stories, listening to 
stories with attention and 
recall. Help children to 
read the sounds speedily. 
Ensure books are 

Begin to read words by 
soundblending.  
Reading some tricky 
words 
Phonic Sounds: ff, ll, ss, 
j, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, 
sh, th, ng, nk  
Words with –s /s/ added 
at the end (hats sits)   
Words ending –s /z/ (his) 
and with –s /z/ added at 
the end (bags)  
Tricky Words: put pull 
full as and has his her go 
no to into she push he of 
we me be 
 

Introducing a greater 
range of di-graphs.  
 
Phonic Sounds:  ai ee igh 
oa oo oo ar or ur ow oi ear 
air er 
Words with double 
letters Longer words  
Tricky Words: was you 
they my by all are sure 
pure 
 
Reading: Rhyming 
strings, identifying 
characters and settings. 
Help children to become 
familiar with letter 
groups. Provide 

Begin to read simple 
sentences.  
Phonic: 
Longer words, including 
those with double letters  
Words with –s /z/ in the 
middle  
Words with –es /z/ at the 
end 
 Words with –s /s/ and /z/ at 
the end  
Words with two or more 
digraphs 
 Tricky Words: review all 
taught so far 
 
Reading: Story structure-
beginning, middle, end. 

Read and understand 
simple sentences 
Phonic :  
CVCC CCVC CCVCC CCCVC 
CCCVCC  
Longer words and compound 
words  
Words ending in suffixes: – 
ing, –ed /t/, –ed /id/ /ed/, – est  
Tricky Words: said so have 
like some come love do were 
here little says there when 
what one out today 
Reading: Non-fiction texts, 
Internal blending, Naming 
letters of the alphabet. 
Distinguishing capital letters 
and lower case letters. 

Reading and understanding sentences 
with fluency including some common 
exception words.  
Phonic: 
 CVCC CCVC CCCVC CCV CCVCC 
 Words ending in suffixes: – ing, –ed /t/, –ed 
/id/ /ed/, – ed /d/ –er, –est  
Longer words and compound words  
Tricky Words: review all taught so far 
 
Reading: Reading simple sentences with 
fluency. Reading CVCC and CCVC words 
confidently. Say a sound for each letter 
in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs. 
Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending; Read 
aloud simple sentences and books that 
are consistent with their phonic 



consistent with their 
developing phonic 
knowledge. 
 
 

Reading: Blending CVC 
sounds, rhyming, 
alliteration, knows that 
print is read from left to 
right. Spotting diagraphs 
in words. Show children 
how to touch each finger 
as they say each sound.  

opportunities for children 
to read words that are 
familiar to them. 

Innovating and retelling 
stories to an audience, 
non-fiction books. Listen to 
children read some longer 
words made up of letter-
sound correspondences 
they know: ‘rabbit’, 
‘himself’, ‘jumping’. 

 
 

knowledge, including some common 
exception words. 

Literacy - 
Writing 

Representing name and 
initial letter sounds. 
Dominant hand, tripod 
grip, mark making, giving 
meaning to marks and 
labelling. Writing initial 
sounds and simple 
captions. Use initial 
sounds to label 
characters / images. 
Writing Names and 
Labels. Writing 
messages. Practising 
correct letter formation. 
 
 
 

Writing CVC words.  
Name writing. Labelling 
using initial sounds. Story 
scribing. Retelling stories 
Sequencing the story. 
Practising correct letter 
formation. 

Caption Writing and 
Tricky Words.  
Writing some of the tricky 
words such as I, me, my, 
like, to, the. Writing CVC 
words. Labels using CVC, 
CVCC, CCVC words. 
Guided writing based 
around developing short 
sentences in a 
meaningful context. 
Practising correct letter 
formation. 

Begin to write simple 
sentences.  
‘Hold and write a 
sentence’. Writing captions 
and labels for pictures, 
writing simple sentences. 
Writing short sentences to 
accompany pictures and 
story maps. Labels and 
captions. Write a sentence. 
Ensuring correct letter 
formation. 

Writing simple sentences. 
‘Hold and write a sentence’. 
Writing for a purpose in role 
play using phonetically 
plausible attempts at words, 
beginning to use finger 
spaces. Form lower-case and 
capital letters correctly. 
Rhyming words. Ensuring 
correct letter formation. 

Writing simple sentences and phrases 
that can be read by others.  
Story writing, writing sentences using a 
range of tricky words that are spelt 
correctly. Beginning to use full stops, 
capital letters and finger spaces. Using 
familiar texts as a model for writing own 
stories. Write a character description. 
Write three sentences with beginning, 
middle and end. Using correct letter 
formation.  
Write recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed. Spell words 
by identifying sounds in them and 
representing the sounds with a letter or 
letters 

 


