
St Matthew’s C of E Infant School Literary Curriculum Overview in Key Stage 1 

Year 1 

Term Theme Text Duration Written Outcomes Main Outcome 

Autumn 1 Journeys & 
exploration 

Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson 
and Emily Gravett 
 

3 weeks Labels and captions, 
informal letters 

Narrative re-telling 

Naughty Bus by Jan Oke and 
Jerry Oke 

3 weeks Letters, diaries, sequels, 
non-chronological 
reports 

Own adventure story 

Autumn 2 Heroes & 
villains 

I Want My Hat Back by Jon 
Klassen 

3 weeks Questions, speech 
bubbles, letters, lists 

Story sequel 

Billy and the Beast by Nadia 
Shireenby  
 

3 weeks Wanted posters, summary, 
emails, character 
descriptions, recipes 

Own version ‘defeat a 
monster’ narrative 

Spring 1 Similarities 
& 
differences 

Beegu by Alexis Deacon 2 + weeks Descriptions, 
commands, letters, 
nonsense-word 
dictionary, poems, 
nonfiction 
report 

Own version ‘alien’ 
narrative 

The Odd Egg by Emily Gravett 2 + weeks Thought and speech 
bubbles, diary entry, 
letter, certificate 

Egg-spotter’s guide 
(non-fiction report) 

Spring 2 Nature & 
environment 

Stanley’s Stick by John Hegley 
and Neal Layton 
 

2 + weeks Retelling, descriptions Own version narrative 

Dinosaurs and all that 
Rubbish by Michael Foreman 

2 + weeks Letters, setting 
descriptions, 
instructions, narrative 
(retelling), pamphlet, 
poster 

Pamphlet 



Summer 1 Friendship 
& kindness 

Lost and Found by Oliver 
Jeffers *book and film 
 
 
 
 

3 weeks Character descriptions, 
retellings, advice, 
instructions, 
nonchronological 
reports 

Own version 
‘losing/finding’ narrative 

Pig the Pug by Aaron Blabey 
& How to be a Dog by 
Jo Williamson 

3 weeks Character comparisons, 
fact sheets, shared 
poem, own version 
narratives 

‘How to’ guide 

Summer 2 Imagination 
& creativity 

Iggy Peck, Architect by 
Andrea Beatty and David 
Roberts 
 
 

2 + weeks Labels, captions, 
character comparisons, 
thought and speech 
bubbles 

Fact file 

Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica 
Love 

2 + weeks Instructions, writing in 
role, advertisements 

Three-verse poem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 2 

Term Theme Text Duration Written Outcomes Main Outcome 

Autumn 1 A twist in 
the 
tale 

Goldilocks & the Three Bears 
by Lauren Child, You & Me by 
Anthony Browne and 
Goldilocks & Just the One 
Bear by Leigh Hodgkinson 

3 weeks Wanted posters, letters, 
retellings from another 
point of view, lists of 
rules, character 
descriptions 

Sequel story 

Jim and the Beanstalk by 
Raymond Briggs 

3 weeks Narrative re-telling 
(including dialogue), 
thought bubbles, 
informal letters 

Sequel story 

Autumn 2 Creation & 
conservation 

The Journey Home by Frann 
Preston-Gannon  
 

4 weeks Posters, lists, postcards, 
wanted posters, 
information report, short 
stories 

Persuasive letter 

Dear Earth by Isabel Otter 
and Clara Anganuzzi 

3 weeks Future aspirations, a set of 
instructions, poems, travel 
blogs, persuasive  
speeches, letters 

Information leaflet 

Spring 1 Bravery vs. 
fear 

The Bear Under the Stairs by 
Helen Cooper 

3 weeks Letters, retellings, own 
version narratives 

Non-chronological report 
 

The Bear and the Piano by 
David Litchfield 

3 weeks Letters of advice, short 
news-reports, writing in 
role, retellings, 
information poster 

Own version narrative 
about bravery 

Spring 2 Relationships 
& 
acceptance 

The Owl and the Pussy-cat by 
Edward Lear and 
Charlotte Voake  

2 weeks Letters, interviews, lists, 
instructions 

Rhyming poem 

Tadpole’s Promise by Jeanne 
Willis and Tony Ross 

3-4 weeks Setting descriptions, 
oral retellings, own 
version narrative 

Explanation text - frog life 
cycle 

Summer 1 Fantasy & 
fiction 

The Dragon Machine by 
Helen Ward and Wayne 
Anderson 

3 weeks Dragon guide and 
encyclopaedia, letters of 
advice, dragon machine 
explanation, shopping 
list, description, letters 

Own version dragon 
story 



in role 

Toys in Space by Mini Grey 
 
 

3 weeks Found posters, diary 
entries, speech bubbles, 
notes of advice, space logs, 
invitations, fantasy setting 
descriptions 

Own version fantasy world 
narratives   
 

Summer 2 Urban 
metropolis 

The Great Fire of London by 
Emma Adams and James 
Weston Lewis  
 

2 + weeks Non- fiction text 
incorporating different 
text-types, including a 
guide to London 
buildings (non-
chronological 
report), 
warning posters, writing 
in role 

Diary entry in role as the 
cat 

Recount 1 week Features of a recount Recount of a personal 
experience (e.g a school 
trip) 

A Walk in London by 
Salvatore Rubbino 

3 weeks Instructions, persuasive 
poster, setting descriptions, 
captions, postcards, diary 
entry 

‘A Walk in…’ guidebook 

 

 

 

 


