
          ‘We learn together and soar like eagles’ 
Reading on a Page 

INTENT 
At St Matthew’s, we believe that all 
our children can become fluent 
readers. We value reading as a key 
life skill and we aim to develop life-
long readers who have a love of 
reading, choosing to read for both 
purpose and for pleasure. By the 
time children leave us, we aim that 
as readers they are equipped with 
the essential tools they need to read 
accurately and fluently, whilst 
seeking meaning and developing 
secure comprehension of their 
reading. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
Reading is taught through Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, 
which is a systematic and synthetic 
phonics programme. We start 
teaching Phonics and Guided 
Reading in Reception and progress 
through the programme as the 
children move through KS1. In Year 2, 
our readers progress onto the Little 
Wandle Fluency reading programme. 
Following that, our greater depth 
readers follow Literary Leaves 
(Literary Curriculum), which teaches 
reading skills using the five reading 
domains. 

IMPACT 
Impact of our reading curriculum is 
monitored regularly throughout the 
year, as well as being assessed at the 
end of each year accordingly; against 
the Early Learning Goals in Reception, 
against the end of year expectations in 
Year 1 and against the end of Key Stage 
expectations in Year 2. The majority of 
our children achieve very well, reaching 
at least the expected level of progress 
by the end of Key Stage 1, with many 
children working at greater depth 
within reading. Our children are 
accurate, fluent readers with a passion 
for reading. 

Progression from EYFS to the end of KS1  

EYFS 
Phonics 
Children in Reception are taught to 
read and spell words using Phase 2 
and 3 GPCs and words with adjacent 
consonants (Phase 4) with fluency 
and accuracy. 
Children are taught to read Phases 2, 
3 and 4 tricky words. 
 
Guided Reading 
Every child has three reading 
practice sessions a week, which 
focus on three key reading skills: 

• decoding 

• prosody 

• comprehension 
  

Year One 
Phonics 
Children in Year 1 review Phase 3 and 
4 and are taught to read and spell 
words using Phase 5 GPCs with 
fluency and accuracy. 
Children are taught to read Phase 5 
tricky words. 
 
 
Guided Reading 
Every child has three reading practice 
sessions a week, which focus on 
three key reading skills: 

• decoding 

• prosody 

• comprehension 
 
From the Spring Term, children carry 
out weekly stand-alone 
comprehension tasks using resources 
from HeadStart. 

Year Two 
Phonics/Spelling 
Children in Year 2 review and secure 
Phase 5 GPCs and tricky words during 
the Autumn term and progress from the 
core Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised programme to the Little Wandle 
Spelling programme. 
 
Guided Reading 
Children continue following Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised until 
they are reading Phase 5, Set 5 books 
fluently. 
 
Children then progress onto the Little 
Wandle Fluency programme and 
continue to have three reading practise 
sessions a week, which all follow the 
same structure. 

- Pre-read 
- Reading aloud 
- After reading (prosody, 

repeated reading, 
comprehension) 

 
Greater depth readers then progress 
onto Literary Leaves (Literary 
Curriculum), consisting of three week 
units, which focus on the five reading 
domains (vocabulary, sequencing, 
predicting, retrieval and inference). 
 
Throughout the year, children carry out 
weekly stand-alone comprehension 
tasks using resources from HeadStart. 
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HIGH QUALITY TEACHING STRATEGIES 
Review of previous learning informs next steps for 
learning / Clear objectives with reference to reading 
skills / Explicit teaching of skills/ Working Walls / Think, 
Pair, Share, Cold Calling, and planned questions engages 
all pupils in dialogue about their learning / Meaningful 
feedback takes learning and knowledge further. 

INCLUSIVE TEACHING FOR FIRST 20% and SEND 
Any child who needs additional practice has daily Keep-
up 1:1 or small group support, taught by a fully trained 
adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class 
teaching, and use the same procedures, resources and 
mantras, but in smaller steps with more repetition, so 
that every child secures their learning.  
 
We timetable additional phonics lessons for any child in 
Year 2 who is not fully fluent at reading or has not 
passed the Phonics Screening Check. We use the Little 
Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessments to 
identify the gaps in their phonic knowledge and teach 
to these using the Keep-up resources at pace. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Retrieval/reviews during lessons 
Assessment for learning during lessons 
Summative phonics assessments at end of each half term (Little Wandle) 
Fluency assessments accordingly (Little Wandle) 
Reading summative assessments at the end of each term (Sonar Tracker) 
KS1 HeadStart assessments at the end of each term (Spring/Summer in Year 1, Autumn/Spring/Summer in Year 2) 
Year 1 Phonics Screening Check in June  
End of year assessment against the end of year objectives for each year group 

 

 


