
 

 

 

Accessibility Plan 
 
 

Review Period: Every 3 Years 
Status: Statutory 
Next review Date: September 2027 
 
Our vision and values are at the very heart of our whole school curriculum, underpinning teaching and 
learning as well as ensuring a strong, cohesive community that nurtures and develops happy, confident and 
successful learners. 
 
As Jesus said, Let the little children come to me, we have inclusive, open arms that welcome all children in 
the local community 
 
As Proverbs tells us, Start them off on the way they should go, so our Christian values-based curriculum, 
with high standards of teaching and learning enables all children to succeed, to reach their full potential 
academically and personally by the end of Key Stage One, being ready to move on to their next stage in 
education. 
 
As Isiah tells us, and they will spread their wings and soar like eagles, so we endeavour for our children 
grow in self-confidence and self-awareness of themselves as thinkers and learners now and for the future  

 
Introduction 
We aim to follow Part 4 of the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA): 
 
Definition of Disability 
Disability is defined by the Disability Discrimination Act 1995 (DDA): ‘A person has a disability if he or she 
has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her 
ability to carry out normal day to day activities’ 
 

• Not to treat disabled pupils less favourably for a reason related to their disability 

• To make reasonable adjustments for disabled pupils, so that they are not at a substantial 
disadvantage 

• To plan to increase access to education for disabled pupils 
 
Key Objective 
This plan sets out the proposals of the Governing Body of the school to increase access to education for 
children with disabilities in the three areas required by the planning duties in the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1995 (DDA): 
 

• Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum 

• Improving the environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take 
advantage of education and associated services 

 



It is a requirement that the school’s Accessibility Plan is resourced, implemented, reviewed and revised as 
necessary. Attached is a set of action plans showing how the school will address the priorities identified in 
the plan. 
 
Principles 
 
At St Matthew’s Infant School, we aim to provide an accessible environment as is reasonably possible, 
which values and includes all children, staff, parents and visitors, regardless of their education, physical, 
sensory, social, spiritual, emotional or cultural needs. We are further committed to challenging attitudes 
about disability and accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion. 
 
 St Matthew’s Infant School: 

• Has high ambitions for its disabled pupils and expects them to participate and achieve in every aspect of 
school life 

• Sets suitable challenges 

• Responds to pupils’ diverse needs 

• Overcomes potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils 

• Aims to identify and remove barriers to disabled pupils in every area of school life 

Aims 

1. Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum 

2. Improving the physical environment of schools to increase the extent to which disabled children can 
take advantage of education and associate services 

3. Improving the delivery of written information which is provided to children who are disabled i.e. 
partially sighted 

The presence of any disabled children in the school and the patterns of their participation in the life of the 
school are detailed in the SEND register and provision map. 

The Accessibility Plan should be read in conjunction with the following policies, strategies and documents: 

• Equality Policy and Scheme 

• Health and Safety Policy and guidelines 

• SEND Policy 

• SEND report 
• Behaviour Management Policy 

• School Development Plan 

• Educational Visits Policy and procedures 

• Teaching and Learning/Curriculum Policy 
 
The school will work in partnership with Surrey County Council and The Diocese of Guildford in developing 
and implementing this plan. The Plan will be monitored by the Governing Body. 
 
Provision for disabled pupils is closely linked with the existing provisions for pupils with special 
educational needs. These are the same duties as previously existed under the DDA and have been 
replicated in the Equality Act 2010. 
 
 
 



 

St MATTHEW’S CoE INFANT SCHOOL ACCESSIBILITY PLAN  

 

IMPROVING THE CURRICULUM 

 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Evidence 

Short 

Term 

Ensure lessons, 

including PE, are 

appropriately 

differentiated to 

ensure the 

participation of the 

whole range of pupils 

Use a range of teaching 

methods and styles e.g. 

questioning techniques, 

partner/group work, 

peer tutoring, visual 

timetables 

Children make 

good progress and 

meet expected 

outcomes 

On-going Lesson observations 

Planning 

Children’s work 

Progress data 

 Ensure the support 

needed to meet 

individual needs to 

access lessons is 

identified and 

provided 

Appropriate texts, 

reading filters, coloured 

IWB background writing 

tools, writing slopes, 

relevant equipment 

provided/suggested by 

external providers i.e. 

OT, Physio 

Children make 

good progress and 

meet expected 

outcomes 

On-going Lesson observations 

Planning 

Children’s work 

Progress data 

 Organise classrooms 

to promote 

participation and 

independence of all 

pupils 

Review and implement 

an appropriate 

classroom layout  to 

include seating plan and 

equipment including 

chairs, footrests, 

proximity to 

teacher/IWB 

Children can all be 

fully included 

without the need 

for lesson 

adaptations 

On-going Lesson observations 

Monitoring walks  

 Ensure that disabled 

pupils and those with 

SEND can participate 

in extracurricular 

activities 

Risk assessments 

completed and 

implemented. 

Active invitation and 

encouragement to 

participate where 

possible 

Close monitoring 

Children with 

disabilities attend 

sessions 

successfully 

On-going Attendance records / 

registers 

 Ensure that disabled 

pupils can participate 

in school trips / visits 

Risk assessments 

completed and 

implemented  

All children with 

disabilities 

participate in 

school trips 

On-going Attendance records 

 

Photos 

Medium 

Term 

All staff and 

governors are aware 

of disability issues 

Provide on-going 

training for staff and 

governors 

The whole school 

community is 

aware of issues 

relating to access 

On-going Record keeping 

PPR records 



and their impact on 

the school. 

Long Term Update resources to 

raise awareness of 

disability.  

Audit and update of 

all curriculum 

resources to raise 

awareness of 

disability. 

Staff to be aware and 

take note of resources to 

support inclusion 

including evidence in 

books and teaching 

materials 

Improvement of 

standards of 

support and 

provision. 

On-going Materials identified 

in in planning 

 

 

IMPROVING PHYSICAL ACCESS 

 

 Targets Strategies Outcome Timeframe Evidence 

Short Term Ensure vehicular 

access at the front 

of the school. 

 

Staff to park from the 

back according to when 

they arrive and leave 

Anyone with a disability 

or with a child with a 

disability is asked to 

arrange accessible 

parking with the school 

office 

Anyone with a 

disability that 

impacts on their 

access to the school 

building is able to 

park close to the 

door 

On going Parking is always 

available when 

needed 

Medium 

Term 

Ensure all areas of 

the playground 

are fully and 

safely accessible 

by all 

 

Outdoor learning 

considers safety 

implications  

Ensure OPAL schemas 

consider accessibility for 

pupils with disabilities 

All pupils can 

access the outdoor 

leaning established 

through OPAL 

systems 

On-going Safe playground 

areas 

Long Term Ensure that all 

doors to the 

playground are 

free moving and 

safe to use 

Repair or replacement of 

doors 

Doors may be used 

independently by 

all 

On-going Doors are repaired or 

replaced 

 

 

 

 


