Governor Profiles

Laurence Jones, Co-Chair of Governors; Parent Governor

Laurence joined as a Parent Governor in September 2018 and became Co-Chair of Governors in
September 2020. Laurence has an MA in Property Valuation and Law and is a Portfolio Director at
RivingtonHark, a real estate company who specialises in city centre regeneration. As well as being Co-
Chair, Laurence chairs the Finance and Personnel Committee and is responsible for overseeing maths.
Outside of work and spending time with his children, he enjoys boxing, Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, cycling and
distance running. He holds an England Boxing coaching certificate (Level 1) and coaches youth rugby
at Bath RFC.

Alison Boothby, Co-Chair of Governors; Foundation (Diocesan) Governor

Alison joined as a Foundation Governor in September 2018. She and her husband have lived in
Hatchford since 2004 and are active members of All Saints Church, Ockham where Alison runs the
Sunday School, known as Pebbles. After graduating from Exeter, she spent 25 years in professional

services sales and marketing, ultimately as Director of Corporate Communications. Alison now works
freelance as a business journalist and part time as a sensory assessor as well as volunteering with the
Cobham Foodbank. A busy family life centres around their four sons, a dog, chickens and bees. As a

Foundation Governor, Alison hopes to strengthen the links between St Matthews and All Saints.

Alison sits on the SIAMS committee, the Education Committee and is the governor responsible for
SEND, Equality and Anti -bullying.




Mrs Kathy Hutt — Head Teacher / Staff Governor

Kathy has been a part of life at St Matthew’s since 2006, being a staff governor and assistant
headteacher before taking over as headteacher in 2016. She has a BA (Hons) in teaching and the
NPQH qualification. Before teaching, Kathy was a qualified nurse (RGN) and then specialised and

worked in paediatric nursing (RSCN). She enjoyed a career break to bring up her three children and
went on to teacher training once time allowed. Kathy is passionate about working with children and
forming good working relationships with families. During time off, she enjoys walking, cycling,
gardening, and spending time with her friends and family — valuing precious time with all of them and
doting on her five lovely grandchildren.

Rachel Fish, Senior Teacher / Staff Governor

Rachel joined St Matthews in 2015 as an LSA and became a Year 2 Teacher the following year. Prior to
working at St Matthews, Rachel was primary tutor alongside raising her two young children. She has
experience of teaching KS2 in Cheshire and Hertforshire. She lives in West Horsley with her husband

and two children. In her spare time, Rachel enjoys going to the theatre, Pilates and gardening. Her
Cockapoo dog Buddy also keeps her active, enjoying long walks through the Surrey countryside.




Robyn Halliday

Robyn joined the governing body in Spring 2023. She lives in East Horsley with her husband and
their two children. Robyn’s background is in law - she completed a Graduate Diploma in Law,
followed by the Legal Practice Course. Robyn qualified as a solicitor and covered a broad range of
work including property and commercial litigation. In 2013 Robyn was appointed an Ombudsman
for the Financial Ombudsman Service. During her time on the panel Robyn worked across
different areas of the organisation - from general banking, pensions and insurance. Robyn is
passionate about alternative dispute resolution and has completed a civil and commercial
mediation training course with the London School of Mediation. For the last few years Robyn has
enjoyed renovating properties in Surrey.

Emma Field

Emma became a Governor at St Matthews in 2024. With 15 years of teaching experience across
both the state and independent sectors, Emma is keen to bring a broad and balanced perspective
to her role as school governor. Her career has enabled her to understand and contribute to a
wide range of educational settings, cultures and leadership structures. Throughout her career,
she has held several key leadership positions, including Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL), Head
of Lower School and Head of Key Stage 1. These roles have given her extensive experience in
curriculum development, staff leadership, pupil wellbeing and maintaining high standards of
teaching and learning across the primary phase.

Emma currently serves as Head of Early Years at Claremont Fan Court School and lives in Fetcham
with her husband and son.




Alex Gainer, Local Authority Governor

Alex joined the governing body in spring 2019. He lives and works at local prep school Parkside, where
he is the Head of IT and Digital Learning. Parkside was Alex’s first job in teaching after being educated
at the University of Birmingham. At University he received a BA in Sport, PE and Coaching Science and
moved to Parkside to join the Sports Department. After teaching Games and PE in the sports
department Alex moved into teaching IT and Computing, after two years he was named the Head of
IT. Alex was appointed the Head of Year 7 and 8 in 2015 and in 2018 was added to the Senior
Leadership Team. Alex lives on site at Parkside with his wife Harriet and daughter Beatrice. Away from
school Alex is a keen sportsman with a love for all sports but has a particular passion for Football and
Cricket. He also enjoys travelling and is a self - confessed ‘Techie’ with a strong interest in the world of
digital technology. Alex finds it very rewarding serving as a Governor at St Matthews and hopes to use
his experience working in education to help the school in the coming years.

Fiona Sheen, Foundation (Diocesan) Governor

Fiona began her journey as a school governor in 2021. She brings over 25 years of experience in
education, having worked in primary schools across Surrey and in Australia. Over the years she has
held a wide range of roles including Head of Year, Head of Teaching and Learning, and Deputy Head.

She also spent eight years at Babcock 4S as a Learning and Teaching Adviser, supporting schools with
improvement work, moderation, and leadership.

Fiona now runs her own education and leadership consultancy. She also works as an associate
consultant for the Diocese and as a tutor within the SCITT (Teacher Training) programme.

Fiona is delighted to be part of the governing body and committed to supporting the school’s
continued success. Outside of work, she can usually be found acting as chief taxi driver and
enthusiastic sideline supporter for her two sons!!




Rebecca Bruton, Foundation (PCC) Governor

Rebecca joined the governing board as a parent governor in December 2025. She lives in Downside
with her husband and two daughters. After achieving a BA Ed degree at Reading University, Rebecca
has gone on to be a member of the Senior Leadership Team in two London schools and then on to
become Assistant Headteacher at two Surrey primary schools. Rebecca is passionate about Early
Years teaching and has worked for Surrey County Council as an Early Years moderator, supporting
schools across Surrey with their Reception data. Rebecca is thrilled to be joining the St Matthew’s
Governing Board, and hopes to be able to contribute to St Matthew’s continued Outstanding journey.

Felicity Groombridge
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Felicity joined the Governing Body in February 2022. She lives in Cobham with her husband and three
teenage sons. Felicity’s background is in fundraising, having worked Agency and Client-side for
several large charities, including Oxfam, UNICEF and Head of Fundraising at the Princess Alice
Hospice, Esher. Felicity has been the Librarian at Parkside School, Cobham, since January 2020 and
has a keen interest in establishing Reading for Pleasure as part of a solid education foundation, for all
children. Felicity is passionate about Early Years Education and is delighted to have the opportunity to
support St Matthew’s in this role. In her spare time Felicity enjoys reading, being outdoors and
entertaining family and friends.




Charushilla Narula Bajpai

Charushilla brings over 20 years of experience in the education sector,
spanning university outreach, college counselling and educational
leadership across India, the United States and the United Kingdom. She
currently serves as a College Counsellor at ACS Cobham International
Schools and is also the Founder Director and Key Mentor of
UniversityConnection.in, an international education venture based in New Delhi.

In her work with students and families, Charushilla focuses on career discovery, scholarship-oriented
guidance and mentoring students through the higher education process, including the development
of authentic and impactful university applications. Her students have gone on to study at leading
institutions worldwide.

Alongside her student-facing role, Charushilla consults with school and university leaders on
establishing effective college guidance systems, strengthening educational identity, leadership
development and international collaboration. She is particularly interested in how governance,
leadership and school culture work together to create environments where both pupils and staff
thrive.

Charushilla hopes to support the school’s strategic direction while remaining firmly committed to its
community, ethos and long-term educational excellence. Outside of her professional work, she enjoys
literature, music and theatre, and values time for reflection and creative engagement.

Rev Elisabeth Burke, School Chaplain

Elisabeth trained as a primary school teacher back in the 1960’s and while many aspects of education
have changed significantly since then, at the heart of teaching is the well-being and life of the children
in our care. She taught at St Matthew’s for over 20 years and shortly before retiring became ordained
as a Church of England priest serving in the parish of Ockham, Hatchford & Downside. One of the joys
this brought her was continuing her links with school —first as a governor and later as the school
chaplain. In this honorary role she leads an act of collective worship every fortnight, visits the classes
[until the virus has made that less possible] and supports all the school activities from sports days to
school fairs. Elisabeth is always available for spiritual and practical help and loves getting to know you
all.




Duncan Chisholm

Duncan joined the governing body in 2026 and lives in Cobham with his family. He has spent over 20
years in technology leadership, mostly in the broadcast/streaming sector (via the BBC, Samsung, Cisco
and Kaltura) and is currently VP of Architecture at Masabi, a software vendor serving public transit
authorities worldwide. He holds a First Class MPhys in Physics from Oxford and has built his career
turning complex technical requirements into reliable, large-scale products used by millions of people
daily.

Outside work, Duncan enjoys cycling, guitar and photography, and looks forward to bringing his
experience of structured decision making and strategic thinking to support the school.

Stephen Johnson

Stephen joined as an Associate Governor in January 2026 and is part of the Finance committee.
Stephen has worked in the Finance department at JPMorgan for the last 18 years, spending 12 of
those years in New York, returning to work in London in 2022 with his wife and two children, Oliver
and Hannah. Stephen has a degree in French and Italian from the University of Manchester and
continues to have a passion for languages. In the rare times outside of work, Stephen passionately
follows Newcastle United Football Club as much as family time allows.




